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and brilliant services to his party, inevitable , that he should ever
have been called or permitted to render those services may well seem
inexplicable. The changes m the Cabinet consequential upon Lord
Derby's retirement were few. Lord Chelmsford was dismissed from
the Woolsack " without ", as he complained, tk even the usual
month's notice," to make room for Sir Hugh Cairns, one of the
greatest lawyers, and one of the most eminent statesmen, who ever
filled that high office. Disraeli was replaced at the Exchequer by
Mr. George Ward Hunt, a Tory Squire, Tith a fund of common sense
and an excellent head for business.
Lord Derby survived his retirement little more than a year.   His Death of
death in 1869 removed from the stage almost the last of the early ^^
Victorian veterans.    A devoted Churchman ;   an excellent scholar ;   er ^
a successful translator of Homer ;   appropriately commemorated in
the University of which he was CMnc^Hor by a scholarship which is
the guerdon of pure classical attainment;   a brilliant debater, and a
bound administrator, Lord Derby never attained to the first rank of
statesmanship.    His best official work was done before he reached
middle life :  as Irish Secietary under Lord Grey, and at the Colonial
Office under Grey and PeeL    As Leader of the Conservative Party
circumstances were against him.    He stood for " Protection " in the
heyday of the Manchester School, and although he was thrice Prime
Minister of England he was never in power.
To his immediate successor he bequeathed no easy task.    For Disraeli's
about ten months Disraeli remained in office ;   but as long as thefirst
session lasted (until July 30) it was Gladstone who was in p
Reform Bills for Scotland and Ireland were,  as akeady indicated, 25th-
added to the Statute-Book with the assent of both Parties.    Apart
from this Disraeli could do little to guide the course of legislation.
It was Gladstone who proposed and carried a Bill for the abolition of
compulsory Church rates ;   it was Gladstone who carried, against the
whole strength of the  Government,  a resolution  in favour of the
disestablishment of the Established Church in Ireland.
That resolution marks the opening of a ne\\ epoch in the history
of Ireland, and a new chapter in that of England.